April 15, 2018

PRAYERS & ENCOURAGEMENT

Those who are sick or need our prayers — Kaylee Dolan, Linda Reagan, Kay
Woodruff, Jay Davis, Pat Espy, Bud Mixon
Continue to remember in your prayers those who are unable to attend worship services regularly: Billie Sue Atkins, Freda Dunn, Romona Stokes ,and Marjorie Barringer.
Please pray for those who have forsaken the Lord that they may be reconciled to God.

THINK ON THESE THINGS
Welcome to the Park Hill Church of Christ
3536 GRINNELL AVENUE FORT SMITH, AR 72908 479.782.2415

It is our desire to worship God in spirit and in truth, and to glorify Him in all we do.

READING THE OLD & NEW TESTAMENTS IN ONE YEAR
Monday - Ruth 1-2; Acts 3
Tuesday - Ruth 3-4; Psalm 37; Acts 4
Wednesday - 1 Samuel 1-2; Psalm 120; Acts 5
Thursday - 1 Sam 3-5; Psalm 23; Acts 6
Friday - 1 Sam 6-8; Acts 7

Week #16
Apr. 16 – Apr. 20

VISITORS - We would like to get to know you better, and ask that you
stay a while after services. We encourage you to visit our website at http://
www.parkhillchurchofchrist.com where you will find sermons, articles,
and daily bible studies to encourage you in your daily walk with God.

QUESTIONS? We Welcome the opportunity to study God’s word with
you any time.

All sermons are recorded on CD & DVD If you would like a copy, please ask one of the men.
ELDERS
Carl Dolan…...479.414.1972 ~ Ron Roberts …...479.452.0347 ~ Joe Turner….479.459.6023.
DEACONS
Wayne Carson...479.648.1087 ~ Luke Dolan…..479.357.9547 ~ Joe Dugas ......479.629.4046 ~
David Meek…..479.459.0820
PREACHER
Bryan Loughmiller…….479.434.3939

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
SUNDAY MORNING
Bible Study…..9:30 am
Worship…….10:15 am

SUNDAY EVENING
Worship….. 5:00pm

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Bible Study…..7:00pm

Created In God’s Image
Genesis is a battleground for worldviews. Humanists
know that to undermine the teachings and concepts of
Genesis will ultimately undermine Christianity. They
know that biblical ideas are contrary to the evolutionary
concepts to which they so dearly cling. Do Christians understand the importance of Genesis so well? Genesis
matters because it is the foundation for understanding our
relationship to God. Genesis teaches us who God is and
who we are in relationship to Him. If we will have a proper view of who we are, then
we must start with God.

“When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars,
which You have ordained; what is man that You take thought of him, and the son of
man that You care for him?” (Psalm 8:3-4)
Trying to understand who we are without God will never work. This is one of the fundamental failures of naturalism. Humanists seek to understand man first, then speculate
how man invented God. The biblical perspective is very different. Not only does God
come first, but mankind is made in God’s image (1:26-27). Identity, purpose, and destiny can only be understood within these perimeters: “God created man in His own im-

age, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.”
Male and female are made in God’s image. The “image of God” is likely well beyond
what we fully grasp. We are complicated creatures. We struggle to understand. How
much more do we struggle to understand the infinite God? Since God is able to do far
abundantly beyond anything we can ask or think (Eph 3:20), we would do well to
maintain some humility. Though far from exhaustive, I would suggest that being
made in God’s image includes:
Reason. God made us with the ability to think and reason. The idea of God communicating with mankind in any way shows God’s expectation of reason. We have
minds capable of reflecting, thinking, and deciding. We are made to think, and this
ability reflects the image of God.
Morality. We are moral creatures, but why? Darwinists assume that what we
call moral behavior evolved just like everything else, but brute materialism does not
have the ability to explain why we should or should not do anything good or bad. The
biblical worldview understands that morality is tied to the Creator. God is, by nature,
moral. “There is only One who is good.” God doesn’t just do or command good, He
is good. He made humans moral creatures with the ability to choose right or wrong.
This is not something applied to the animal world. Dogs don’t contemplate the moral
ramifications of their actions. We don’t call a tiger immoral for killing another tiger.
Only humans have this moral nature, and this directly connects us to God’s image.
Love. God is love (1 J ohn 4:16). The nature of love is that it seeks a loving r esponse. God made humans with the capacity to love. This comes with a risk, for if we
can choose to love, then we are able to choose not to love. Choosing not to love will
have great consequence. Love, then, is tied to free will, for love cannot be forced. If
loving God is the greatest commandment, then it must be chosen. Our capacity to
love, together with our moral nature and ability to reason, are powerful reflections of
being made in God’s image.

Dominion. In the context of Genesis 1 is the idea of dominion. Mankind was
made to rule over all other created things. This concept of kingship stems from God
Himself, who is the ultimate Ruler. Being made in God’s image means responsible
rule and leadership. Humans were made as the crowning glory of God’s creation, and
this calls upon us to act appropriately. This is not for our own selfish ambition or
pride. Rather, we are to submit ourselves to God and His glory, just as Jesus, our
King, acted.
Why sin is a problem

Sin is a problem precisely because we are made in God’s image. Animals have no
moral dilemma or guilt. We, on the other hand, are guilty of sin because we are reasoning, moral creatures who can choose to love or not love God. If love means anything, then there will be consequences for not loving Him.
Law is a reflection of God’s character and nature. Sin is a transgression of God’s
law (1 John 3:4), and a falling short of God’s glory (Rom 3:23). Sin violates the glory and nature of God. When we sin against God, we also sin against ourselves, acting contrary to the image in which we have been made. The consequences of sin
should drive this point home.
Being made in God’s image, we were created to serve Him and not ourselves. Let us
remember that proper reason, pure morality, undefiled love, and responsible dominion are what God expects of us. We, of all creation, are especially blessed to be created in God’s image. Now, we continue striving to be conformed to the image of His
Son. Respecting who we are will necessarily involve respecting the One who made
us this way.
Doy Moyer

Brief Thought
1 Jn 5:11-12 “And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and
this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son
of God does not have life.”
Simple, yet very profound! You can’t have eternal life if you don’t have the Son of
God in your life now.
BL

Potluck Dinner
When: Saturday April 21, 2018 5:00PM

Where: White Bluff-Rye Hill Fire Dept.
5325 Spring Mountain Road Fort Smith, AR
(Directions are posted on the bulletin board in the foyer)

