May 27, 2018

PRAYERS & ENCOURAGEMENT

Those who are sick or need our prayers — Pat Espy, Linda Reagan, Bud Mixon,
Richard Branum, Cindy Loughmiller, Margaret Blake, Phillip Stevens

THINK ON THESE THINGS

Continue to remember in your prayers those who are unable to attend worship services regularly: Billie Sue Atkins, Freda Dunn, Romona Stokes ,and Marjorie Barringer.

Welcome to the Park Hill Church of Christ

Please pray for those who have forsaken the Lord that they may be reconciled to God.
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It is our desire to worship God in spirit and in truth, and to glorify Him in all we do.

READING THE OLD & NEW TESTAMENTS IN ONE YEAR
Monday - 1 Chr 22-25; Psalm 78; Romans 5
Tuesday - 1 Kings 1; 1 Chr 26-28; Romans 6
Wednesday - 1 Kings 2; 1 Chr 29; Romans 7
Thursday - 1 Kings 3; 2 Chr 1; Ps 42; Romans 8
Friday - 1 Kings 4; Prov 1-2; Romans 9

Week #23
May 28 – June 1

VISITORS - We would like to get to know you better, and ask that you
stay a while after services. We encourage you to visit our website at http://
www.parkhillchurchofchrist.com where you will find sermons, articles,
and daily bible studies to encourage you in your daily walk with God.

QUESTIONS? We Welcome the opportunity to study God’s word with
you any time.

All sermons are recorded on CD & DVD If you would like a copy, please ask one of the men.
ELDERS
Carl Dolan…...479.414.1972 ~ Ron Roberts …...479.452.0347 ~ Joe Turner….479.459.6023.
DEACONS
Wayne Carson...479.648.1087 ~ Luke Dolan…..479.357.9547 ~ Joe Dugas ......479.629.4046 ~
David Meek…..479.459.0820
PREACHER
Bryan Loughmiller…….479.434.3939

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
SUNDAY MORNING
Bible Study…..9:30 am
Worship…….10:15 am

SUNDAY EVENING
Worship….. 5:00pm

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Bible Study…..7:00pm

Sin: The Greatest Problem of Mankind
My friend and preaching colleague, Wilson Adams
called it “Symptomatology.” I thought he made it up.
But it’s a real word. A medical word. But Wilson defined it as “treating symptoms instead of the real problem.”
“Truth is,” Wilson wrote in a recent facebook post, “we
are becoming quite numb to school, church, and public
killings. Immersed in a culture of violence, we are witnessing a lost generation without conscience moorings.”
“Why?” He asks.
“Once again, we rush to treat the symptoms. Guns are the problem. Video games are
the problem. Schools are the problem. Mental illness is the problem. As a result, we
label, over-simplify, and go searching for band-aids.”
“There is an underlying cause behind the symptoms.” Wilson opines. “Lose respect for
God and you lose your conscience. Lose your conscience and you lose your compass.
Lose your compass and you lose your way. Lose your way and you lose your reason to
live -or for anyone else to live.”

I thought of this post as I was reading Romans 3 this morning. What we’re seeing in
our society today are the symptoms of sin. Sin is the real problem. But no one will
admit it.
In the first three chapters of Romans, Paul addresses the problem of sin. In chapter
one he says the Gentile world had failed “to retain God in their knowledge.” At one
time, “they knew God, but did not glorify Him as God.” As a result, they sunk into
moral depravity. Their sins are graphically described. Their thoughts had become
foolish. Their lives futile. And their future bleak. That what sins does.
However, before the Jewish reader could gloat of their superiority, Paul says you are
no better. In chapter two, “Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you
who judges. For in passing judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you,
the judge, practice the very same things.” Ouch!
Just a cursory reading of the Old Testament verifies Paul’s point. Sexual immorality.
Idolatry. Injustice. And disrespect for God’s Word. These were problems the prophets
presented to a sinful nation. When they failed to repent, God brought upon them the
captivity of the Assyrians and Babylonians.

swer, when it’s really the problem. A lie becomes “I misspoke.” Drunkenness is a
disease. Homosexuality is an alternative lifestyle.

My friend Dee Bowman expressed it this way. “People do deeds in the dark and disguise the disgust of it by indirect light, soft music and acts in the shadows. They call
it entertainment.” God calls it sin.
While we use words to soften sin like shortcoming, blunder, mistake, or indiscretion,
the Bible bluntly calls it iniquity, an abomination, and ungodliness.
Sin is serious. It soils the soul. It scars the conscience. It separates us from God (Isa
29:1-2).

Furthermore, it’s important to realize we all sin. Let us not be guilty of a moral superiority and failing to admit our sins. God calls on us to confess, repent and turn from
our sins.
Finally, rather than to “curse the darkness.” Let’s be salt and light in this old sinful
world. Instead of contributing to the problem. Let’s point people to the answer–Jesus
Christ.

So, in chapter three, Paul concluded that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God.”

–Ken Weliever, The Preacherman

Sin. That’s the real problem our world faces today. It hasn’t changed in 6,000 years.

Brief Thoughts

In his classic book, psychiatrist Dr. Karl Menninger raises the question, “Whatever
became of sin?” In it he makes this bold assertion, “I believe there is ‘sin’ expressed
in ways which cannot be subsumed under verbal artifacts such as crime, disease, delinquency, deviancy. There is immorality; there is unethical behavior; there is wrongdoing. And…there is usefulness in retaining this concept and indeed the word, SIN.”

Rom 14:7-8 "For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself. For if we
live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore, whether we
live or die, we are the Lord's." The words of Paul in these two verses are God's
inspired way of saying, "Know who you are and whose you are."
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Sin is unrighteousness. The moral violation of the Word and will of God (1 Jn 5:7).
It’s despicable, depraved, and disgraceful consequences are described in Romans 1:19
-32.
Sin is a transgression of God’s law (I Jn. 3:5). While governments try to legislate acceptable behavior by enacting more laws, they forget that God’s law is supreme and
takes precedence over human legislation.
Sin is deceitful. Sin appears to be something that it isn’t. It appears to be good, when
it’s bad. It claims to satisfy, when it just leaves you hungry. It pretends to be the an-

***************************************

It is never a question with any of us of faith or no faith; the question always is, "in
what or in whom do we put our faith?" (Anonymous)
Ps 4:5 "Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, And put your trust in the LORD."

************************************
Sin is a heart issue. The heart is the seed bed of all our thoughts. From it those
thoughts eventually translate into our actions.
Prov. 4:23; Mt 15:18-19; Mk. 7:21; Js. 1:13-16
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