June 17, 2018

PRAYERS & ENCOURAGEMENT

Those who are sick or need our prayers — Pat Espy, Linda Reagan, Bud Mixon,
Richard Branum, Cindy Loughmiller, Margaret Blake, Phillip Stevens

THINK ON THESE THINGS

Continue to remember in your prayers those who are unable to attend worship services regularly: Billie Sue Atkins, Freda Dunn, Romona Stokes ,and Marjorie Barringer.

Welcome to the Park Hill Church of Christ

Please pray for those who have forsaken the Lord that they may be reconciled to God.

3536 GRINNELL AVENUE FORT SMITH, AR 72908 479.782.2415

It is our desire to worship God in spirit and in truth, and to glorify Him in all we do.

READING THE OLD & NEW TESTAMENTS IN ONE YEAR
Monday - Proverbs 29-31; 1 Thess 4
Tuesday - Song of Sol 1-3; Ps 72; 1 Thess 5
Wednesday - Song of Sol 4-6; 2 Thess 1
Thursday - Song of Sol 7-8; Psalm 127; 2 Thess 2
Friday - 1 Kgs 5; 2 Chr 2; 2 Thess 3

Week #25
June 18 – June 22

VISITORS - We would like to get to know you better, and ask that you
stay a while after services. We encourage you to visit our website at http://
www.parkhillchurchofchrist.com where you will find sermons, articles,
and daily bible studies to encourage you in your daily walk with God.

QUESTIONS? We Welcome the opportunity to study God’s word with
you any time.

All sermons are recorded on CD & DVD If you would like a copy, please ask one of the men.
ELDERS
Carl Dolan…...479.414.1972 ~ Ron Roberts …...479.452.0347 ~ Joe Turner….479.459.6023.
DEACONS
Wayne Carson...479.648.1087 ~ Luke Dolan…..479.357.9547 ~ Joe Dugas ......479.629.4046 ~
David Meek…..479.459.0820
PREACHER
Bryan Loughmiller…….479.434.3939

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
SUNDAY MORNING
Bible Study…..9:30 am
Worship…….10:15 am

SUNDAY EVENING
Worship….. 5:00pm

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Bible Study…..7:00pm

The Fulfillment of the Law
The relationship of the Old Covenant to the New is a
longstanding discussion. Thinking that the Old was
simply abolished and has little to no impact on the New
is not uncommon. Yet if there is one thing the New
teaches, it’s that the Old is so foundationally important
as a whole that it is not be ignored. These were the
Scriptures that made one wise for salvation (2 Tim 3:15
-17).
Let’s be clear: no one keeps the Law of Moses today. In fact, such would be impossible, for the physical requirements of keeping that Law simply cannot be met today.
God put the nail in that coffin when Jerusalem was destroyed in A.D. 70. Now, who
today can trace their lineage to Aaron’s family and establish that they can serve as the
High Priest? How can an Aaronic priesthood function today within God’s holy temple
in any physical sense? We cannot argue that the stipulations of the Law are still functioning, particularly in any ceremonial sense. The Law was being made obsolete, paving the way for the New Covenant in Christ (Heb 8). It was not meant to be the last and
final word. Rather, it moves in progression to the goal of the Word who came in the
flesh (John 1).

None of this means that we throw out the Law of Moses and the rest of the Old Testament. Rather, we need to recognize and honor its place in God’s plans and purposes.
The Old underlies the New and gives the New its foundation. Christ made it clear:
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to
abolish them but to fulfill them” (Matt 5:17). Jesus fulfilled “all that the prophets
have spoken” (Luke 24:24), fulfilling “everything written about me in the Law of
Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms” (vv. 44-45). Christ was always the goal of
the Law (Rom 10:40), and If we are going to understand Jesus, we need the Old Testament Scriptures to get the whole picture.
Paul argued that the Law was a servant, a “pedagogue” to bring the children to the
Schoolmaster, who is Christ (Gal 3:24). Once that destination was met, the people
would no longer be under that pedagogue. The lessons of this pedagogue are vast and
vital to help us in understanding God’s character and purposes in Christ. Again, it is
not to be ignored, but appreciated and studied for its great value (e.g., Rom 15:4). Yet
let us go a step further in seeing its fulfillment.
In Hebrews 8, the writer mentions that the tabernacle was made according to the pattern shown on the mountain. Those items of the Old Covenant were a “copy and
shadow of the heavenly things” (v. 5). While the copies and shadows were completed
and fulfilled, the heavenly pattern remains. The pattern was never abolished but was
first represented by the copies and shadows. Then as the copies and shadows were
brought to fulfillment, the representation of the pattern became even greater. This pattern is heavenly and eternal. In fact, both covenants are based squarely on the same
heavenly pattern.
The way that the New Covenant differs from the Old is not that one is based on a pattern and the other is not. The difference is not that one had regulations of divine worship while the other does not (Heb 9:1). There are changes in stipulations and there
are more details given in the Old, but that is not the point the Hebrews writer is making. Rather, Christ is the completion of the copies and shadows, and His people share
in that fulfillment. The major difference is that Christ, as the ultimate sacrifice, provides for forgiveness through His blood and now serves as the great High Priest over
God’s house. Read Hebrews 8-10.
Christians are a royal priesthood (1 Pet 2:9), offering up spiritual sacrifices acceptable
to God through Christ (Heb 13:15; Rom 12:1-2; 1 Pet 2:4-5), serving as God’s singers
and instruments of praise (Eph 5:19; Col 3:16-17), offering up a sweet aroma of incense with prayer (Rev 8:3-4), and doing so as God’s holy temple and household
(Eph 2:19-22; 1 Pet 2:4-5). Christ is our great High Priest who has offered up Himself
as our atoning sacrifice (Heb 5:1-8; 10:1-10).

This represents a beautiful picture of the fulfillment of the copies and shadows of the
Law (Heb 8:5). The pattern remains in heaven, and God’s people ought to realize the
spiritual fulfillment of those copies and shadows. This is one of the reasons we do
not wish to return to the Law with its shadows, for the shadow is not more important
than the substance. Once the shadows reached their goal in Christ and His New Covenant people, they are no longer to be sought after. Why would those who find completion in Christ ever desire to do such? Christ is the difference. He is the reason the
new is “not like” the old (Heb 8:9). What a powerful testimony to the effects of the
work and sacrifice of Jesus Christ!
Doy Moyer

Brief Thoughts
Ultimately, the Bible reminds the faithful that we will be in heaven for eternity—
and that is the grandest picture of all! Heaven is a prepared place for a prepared people. In this life God is preparing us for heaven, just as He is preparing heaven for us,
Jn. 14:1-3. He is creating us to be the people He wants to live with forever.
Whatever mundane tasks or trivial pursuits you undertake today, see them in the
light of eternity. It will change your perspective. It will change from an outlook to an
UP look, Phil. 3:12-16.
So let's press on toward that goal. Let's march on to Zion that beautiful city of God!
BL

****************************
Happy is the man who has learned to do this one thing: To do the plain duty of the
moment quickly and cheerfully, whatever it may be. -Anonymous

Eccl. 12:13 "Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep
his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man." (KJV)
Col 3:23-24 "And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto
men; Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for
ye serve the Lord Christ.

