July 8, 2018

PRAYERS & ENCOURAGEMENT

Those who are sick or need our prayers — Pat Espy, Linda Reagan, Bud Mixon,
Richard Branum, 6Margaret Blake, Phillip Stevens, Joe Turner

THINK ON THESE THINGS

Continue to remember in your prayers those who are unable to attend worship services regularly: Billie Sue Atkins, Freda Dunn, Romona Stokes ,and Marjorie Barringer.

Welcome to the Park Hill Church of Christ

Please pray for those who have forsaken the Lord that they may be reconciled to God.

3536 GRINNELL AVENUE FORT SMITH, AR 72908 479.782.2415

It is our desire to worship God in spirit and in truth, and to glorify Him in all we do.

READING THE OLD & NEW TESTAMENTS IN ONE YEAR
Monday - 1 Kgs 12; 2 Chr 10-11; Titus 1
Tuesday - 1 Kgs 13-14; 2 Chr 12; Ps 47; Titus 2
Wednesday - 1 Kgs 15; 2 Chr 13-14; Titus 3
Thursday - 2 Chr 15-16; 1 Kings 16; Philemon
Friday - Kgs 17-18; Psalm 119; Jude

Week #28
July 9 – July 13

VISITORS - We would like to get to know you better, and ask that you
stay a while after services. We encourage you to visit our website at http://
www.parkhillchurchofchrist.com where you will find sermons, articles,
and daily bible studies to encourage you in your daily walk with God.

QUESTIONS? We Welcome the opportunity to study God’s word with
you any time.

All sermons are recorded on CD & DVD If you would like a copy, please ask one of the men.
ELDERS
Carl Dolan…...479.414.1972 ~ Ron Roberts …...479.452.0347 ~ Joe Turner….479.459.6023.
DEACONS
Wayne Carson...479.648.1087 ~ Luke Dolan…..479.357.9547 ~ Joe Dugas ......479.629.4046 ~
David Meek…..479.459.0820
PREACHER
Bryan Loughmiller…….479.434.3939

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
SUNDAY MORNING
Bible Study…..9:30 am
Worship…….10:15 am

SUNDAY EVENING
Worship….. 5:00pm

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Bible Study…..7:00pm

What Bothers Us More?
1 Samuel 17 presents an interesting contrast between
David and his oldest brother Eliab:
Now Eliab his oldest brother heard when he spoke to
the men; and Eliab’s anger burned against David and
he said, “Why have you come down? And with whom
have you left those few sheep in the wilderness? I
know your insolence and the wickedness of your heart;
for you have come down in order to see the battle.” But David said, “What have I done
now? Was it not just a question?” (1 Sam 17:28-29)
David had come out to where the Israelites were stationed as they were facing the Philistines and Goliath. The problem is that the Israelites were just posturing, too afraid to
engage the great giant. They put on their battle array and shouted a war cry, but they
didn’t actually engage. David’s brothers were among this number, afraid to go out
against Goliath. Saul was offering a prize to anyone who would face and defeat Goliath, but none had accepted the challenge. David asked about it: “What will be done for
the man who kills this Philistine and takes away the reproach from Israel? For who is
this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should taunt the armies of the living God?” This

caused David’s oldest brother, Eliab, to respond harshly.
This chapter presents several contrasts. This one is between David and Eliab. David
was irritated that an uncircumcised Philistine was defying God’s armies and was
ready to act; Eliab was irritated that David asked about it. Perhaps David’s questions
caused Eliab embarrassment. Perhaps it reminded Eliab and others how much they
were failing in their own faith and courage. Eliab, we recall, was rejected from being
anointed by Samuel (16:6-7). He had impressive enough height and stature, like Saul,
but not the inner character that it took to be God’s King.
Eliab is angry at David for questioning the situation that made his brothers look faithless. David wants to do something about the situation, not content that Goliath is going unchallenged, and this makes Eliab angry enough at David to charge David with
wickedness. Wickedness! David is upset that the people are doing nothing but posturing, which was a reflection upon God and His people. Someone was going to be upset. Someone was going to have true, righteous indignation.
This account should cause us to reflect upon our own attitudes as we live in a world
of great challenges to our faith. What incites us to action? Those who defy God and
His people, or those who call attention to our posturing and inaction? The world that
insults God and maligns His people, or those who challenge us to act from within?
“Have I then become your enemy by telling you the truth?” (Gal 4:16) Telling the
truth can make enemies, even among those who are supposed to be brethren. Even
when done in love. Yet the truth still needs to be told, and we still need to consider
and accept those challenges to better ourselves, to become more courageous, to be
willing to engage as soldiers of Christ in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation by speaking forth God’s message in clarity, conviction, and with grace and wisdom toward outsiders (Col 4:2-6).
It seems sometimes that Christians are more motivated to speak up against other
Christians who call attention to our errors and the need to faithfully act than they are
to speak truth to a world that is continually denying and defying God. Like Eliab and
the rest of Israel at this time, we may indeed fear the ungodly world more than we
fear God. This is manifested by our silence in spreading the gospel and our anger at
other Christians who are calling on us to act.

Better is open rebuke than hidden love. Faithful are the wounds of a friend; profuse
are the kisses of an enemy. (Prov 27:5-6)
This kind of problem can also show up when new Christians show zeal for the lost,
shaming those of us who have been Christians for a while but are content to “go to

church” a couple times a week and leave it at that. We need to encourage the zeal,
coupled with learning and knowledge, so that even more will be courageous in
spreading the truth. And we need to join in the spread of truth to a lost world.
We need to check our attitudes. Are we making a religion that is more focused on
our own personal convenience than upon God and others? If we get angry at the
brother who asks about what we are doing while we merely posture in battle array
toward the world, then our own lack of faith will be on display.
Are we more like David or Eliab in this scenario?
We must do more than put on battle array and shout war cries. We must show our
faith and courage, putting our trust in the Lord who truly fights the battles. Let’s
thank God for those who call attention to what’s really going on, and then join them
in the real fight.
Doy Moyer

Brief Thoughts
Remember who you are and whose you are!
The apostle Paul said it this way to young preacher named Timothy, 2Tim. 2:19
"Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: "The Lord
knows those who are His," and, "Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity."
How important is it to us to remember the power of our influence? The life we lead
should be a life that is an example for others to follow. Every day people are looking
at us. Whether it be at work, at school, at home and even on Social media people are
observing our conduct. By our conduct and the words we use will others know that
we really are who we claim to be?
Saying I am a “Christian” in name only doesn’t make you His.
Yes, the Lord knows if you are His. So if you claim to be His then live like you belong to Him.
BL

