August 12, 2018

PRAYERS & ENCOURAGEMENT

Those who are sick or need our prayers — Pat Espy, Linda Reagan, Bud Mixon,
Richard Branum, Margaret Blake, Phillip Stevens, Joe Turner

THINK ON THESE THINGS

Continue to remember in your prayers those who are unable to attend worship services regularly: Billie Sue Atkins, Freda Dunn, Romona Stokes ,and Marjorie Barringer.

Welcome to the Park Hill Church of Christ

Please pray for those who have forsaken the Lord that they may be reconciled to God.
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It is our desire to worship God in spirit and in truth, and to glorify Him in all we do.

READING THE OLD & NEW TESTAMENTS IN ONE YEAR
Monday - 2 Kings 15-16; Matt 21
Tuesday - Isaiah 1-3; Psalm 9; Matt 22
Wednesday - Isaiah 4-6; Matt 23
Thursday - Micah 1-4; Psalm 10; Matt 24
Friday - Micah 5-7; Matt 25

Week #33
Aug. 13 – Aug. 17

VISITORS - We would like to get to know you better, and ask that you
stay a while after services. We encourage you to visit our website at http://
www.parkhillchurchofchrist.com where you will find sermons, articles,
and daily bible studies to encourage you in your daily walk with God.

QUESTIONS? We Welcome the opportunity to study God’s word with
you any time.

All sermons are recorded on CD & DVD If you would like a copy, please ask one of the men.
ELDERS
Carl Dolan…...479.414.1972 ~ Ron Roberts …...479.452.0347 ~ Joe Turner….479.459.6023.
DEACONS
Wayne Carson...479.648.1087 ~ Luke Dolan…..479.357.9547 ~ Joe Dugas ......479.629.4046 ~
David Meek…..479.459.0820
PREACHER
Bryan Loughmiller…….479.434.3939

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
SUNDAY MORNING
Bible Study…..9:30 am
Worship…….10:15 am

SUNDAY EVENING
Worship….. 5:00pm

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Bible Study…..7:00pm

God Answers Prayer
“A Georgia teenager wrote a letter to God and
then sent it to the clouds attached to helium balloons – and was shocked this week when she
received a response,” reported Michael Foust in
ChristianHeadlines.com
“The 18-year-old teen girl, Mykehia Curry,”
Foust wrote, “was inspired to write a letter to
God about her financial situation. She is planning to attend college.”
“God help me go to college. God this is me again, please help me get everything I need
to leave Wednesday. I love you, Amen,” the letter read, according to WMAZ-TV.
Curry will be the first person in her family to attend college, as she heads to Albany
State. However, she was lacking some basic supplies that she needed and decided to
write a letter to God, attaching it to three balloons and sending it airborne.
According to the article, Curry never thought it would be read by anyone. However,
Jerome Jones, a part-time preacher, found the letter Monday on a construction site and
decided to help.

“It was God calling me saying, ‘You need to answer this,’ and I did,” Jones told
WMAZ.
“It was beautiful. It’s kind of hard to explain,” Jones said. “She was like, ‘Is this mine
for real?’ and I said, ‘It’s yours. God answers prayers. I like helping people, especially young people. They’re our future.”

This is a sweet story with a happy ending. However, it prompted me to think a bit
about the Bible teaching on prayer.
The Bible teaches us to pray. Jesus said so in his parable of the persistent widow in
Luke 18. “Men ought always to pray and not lose heart.” On another occasion, the
disciples requested, “Lord, teach us to pray” (Lk. 11:1). And so Jesus gave them a
model of prayer, often called “The Lord’s prayer.”
Furthermore, we can be assured that God “hears the prayer of the righteous” (Prov
15:29). God hears. God cares. And God answers. The prayer of a righteous person is
powerful and effective (Jas 5:16).
Prayer, however, is not wishful thinking. It is not a “pie in the sky,” approach to our
problems. It is not false optimism. It is not a desperate, whimsical attempt to get
God’s attention. It is not an exercise in futility. It is not releasing letter laden balloons
into the air with little hope that it will make any difference.
The Bible says that prayer should be based on belief. Faith in God. Faith that God
will hear and answer. The inspired writer James expressed it this way.
“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But let him ask in faith, with no doubting,
for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. For let not
that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded
man, unstable in all his ways.” (Jas 1:5-8).

done” (Lk.22:42). The only thing I know for sure about the will of God is what is
revealed in His Word.

How God works in His providence is not always apparent. We see it in the lives of
Bible characters. But as Paul Earnhart once remarked, “Providence can only be understood retrospectively.”
This story is a reminder that God can use people to accomplish His purpose. We are
put here to serve others. Minister to their needs. And do good as we have the opportunity. Maybe you are the answer to someone else’s prayer.
Whether we totally understand God’s power or not as He works in prayer, the words
of Martin Luther remind us that “To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be alive without breathing.”
–Ken Weliever, The Preacherman

Brief Thoughts
Going into a church building doesn't make you a Christian anymore than going into
car repair shop makes you a mechanic. You've got to follow the instructions and do
the work. - Zeke Flores
********************
What is the most precious time of the day for you? May I make a couple suggestions:
Spend more time with God in prayer. 1 Thess 5:17
Spend more time meditating on God's word. Ps. 1:2; 119:97
BL
********************
Heb 4:12 "For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart."

God’s answer is not always “yes.” It may be “no.” Or it may be “wait a while.” Prayer is God’s prerogative. Walton Weaver was right when he wrote: “Prayer and the
terms upon which God has promised to answer prayer have not been established by
man…There are conditions to be met if prayer is to be acceptable to Him.”

The Bible is not a dead, ineffective book. It was brought into existence by the
breathe of God. The Spirit of God brought it to life for us and its application affects
change in our lives. The power the Hebrew writer describes is the same power of the
gospel described by the apostle Paul in Rom. 1:16. True change comes from the saving power of God's word.

Among those conditions is that prayer must be according to the will of God. When
Jesus taught the disciples to pray to God it was “Your will be done on earth as it is in
heaven” (Matt 6:10) In the garden Jesus prayed, “not my will, but your will be

Keep it alive in your life. Write it on your heart. Let it be an active guide to your daily life.
BL

