September 23, 2018

PRAYERS & ENCOURAGEMENT

Those who are sick or need our prayers — Pat Espy, Linda Reagan, Bud Mixon,
Richard Branum, Margaret Blake, Phillip Stevens, Joe Turner

THINK ON THESE THINGS

Continue to remember in your prayers those who are unable to attend worship services regularly: Billie Sue Atkins, Freda Dunn, Romona Stokes ,and Marjorie Barringer.

Welcome to the Park Hill Church of Christ

Please pray for those who have forsaken the Lord that they may be reconciled to God.

3536 GRINNELL AVENUE FORT SMITH, AR 72908 479.782.2415

It is our desire to worship God in spirit and in truth, and to glorify Him in all we do.

READING THE OLD & NEW TESTAMENTS IN ONE YEAR
Monday - Habakkuk; 2 Cor 7
Tuesday - Zephaniah; Psalm 74; 2 Cor 8
Wednesday - Jer 1-4; Psalm 130; 2 Cor 9
Thursday - Jer 5-7; Psalm 75; 2 Cor 10
Friday - Jer 8-10; 2 Cor 11

Week #39
Sept. 24 – Sept. 28

VISITORS - We would like to get to know you better, and ask that you
stay a while after services. We encourage you to visit our website at http://
www.parkhillchurchofchrist.com where you will find sermons, articles,
and daily bible studies to encourage you in your daily walk with God.

QUESTIONS? We Welcome the opportunity to study God’s word with
you any time.

All sermons are recorded on CD & DVD If you would like a copy, please ask one of the men.
ELDERS
Carl Dolan…...479.414.1972 ~ Ron Roberts …...479.452.0347 ~ Joe Turner….479.459.6023.
DEACONS
Wayne Carson...479.648.1087 ~ Luke Dolan…..479.357.9547 ~ Joe Dugas ......479.629.4046 ~
David Meek…..479.459.0820
PREACHER
Bryan Loughmiller…….479.434.3939

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
SUNDAY MORNING
Bible Study…..9:30 am
Worship…….10:15 am

SUNDAY EVENING
Worship….. 5:00pm

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Bible Study…..7:00pm

The True Mirror
Mirrors are everywhere. We typically take
them for granted and only use them when
we’re getting ready in the morning or
driving. However, I’d like to discuss a
special mirror today, a true mirror.
James 1:22-25 states “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing
his natural face in a mirror; for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed
in what he does.”

Mirrors don’t do any good if we only give them a passing glance. Just like being a
Christian on Sundays only does not a godly person make, studying your bible just as
rarely does not a mature Christian make.
Hebrews 5:12-14 warns us of exactly that.

“For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you
again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and
not solid food. For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of
righteousness, for he is a babe. But solid food belongs to those who are of full
age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both
good and evil.”
Christians who have been Christians for some time should be the ones teaching others. They should be the ones who are able to grasp the depth of the bible and the context behind what was written.
If we are not all growing and improving then we atrophy to those incapable of eating
that solid food, if we’ve even grown that far. A Christian’s growth should be constant
and, short of death, never ending.
Now most mirrors only work if they’re maintained. It’d be easy to adjust the angle of
the mirror, crack it, or discolor it to hide the truth that’s shown, however God’s word
as a true mirror can not in any way be adjusted. Man may try, but they will find out
the truth in the end.
That’s just as much a danger to them as it is a blessing to us, as we find in James 1:16
-18
“Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. Every good gift and every perfect gift is
from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning. Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth,
that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures.”

For those who try to change God’s word, they will fail as God does not change. For
those who heed the true mirror and learn about our spiritual condition by regularly
looking into it, we are benefited with an eternal benefit for those who are steadfast
until death.
They should realize that the point of a mirror is to show ourselves to ourselves, the
deep introspective truth that you can’t find anywhere else. We should regularly do a
deep examination into ourselves to find out if we have any marks or scars that need
healing.
We can, as others, do a quick examination into the obvious and want those healed, but
if that is our focus, we’ll never be given the real lasting change that God’s word
promises us, and as Paul states in 2 Corinthians 4:16-18
“Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the

inward man is being renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is but for a
moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while
we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen.
For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are
eternal.”
I’ll end with one more warning. While we have access to the true mirror to examine
our own lives, God is the One who maintains the mirror and He is the one that will
use said mirror to determine our spiritual fate in the end.
If there is anything lacking in our spiritual lives, the mirror will find it out, as Hebrews 4:12-13 reads
“For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged
sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we
must give account.”

The true mirror will remain in perfect condition until Jesus returns so while we may
fool ourselves we cannot and will not fool God, and while we may try to cover our
own sins to others, as the verse states, our spiritual state is wide open and easily
read.
So I end with a few questions. If God looked at you with this true mirror today, what
will He find? Would you be ashamed of what he sees?
David Bushnaq, via theboughtspot.com

Brief Thought
Ps 61:4 "I will abide in Your tabernacle forever; I will trust in the shelter of Your
wings. Selah"

The last word used in this verse is Selah, a Hebrew word which we often overlook
when reading the Psalms. The writer is telling us to stop for a moment and listen to
what I have written. Meditate on these words and ask yourself, "Where do I desire to
dwell? In whom do I trust?" Trust in the Lord, dwell with Him while wearing this
earthly tent so that you may dwell with Him eternally!
BL

