PRAYERS & ENCOURAGEMENT

Those who are sick or need our prayers — Pat Espy, Linda Reagan, Bud Mixon,
Richard Branum, Margaret Blake, Phillip Stevens, Joe Turner

Continue to remember in your prayers those who are unable to attend worship ser-

vices regularly: Billie Sue Atkins, Freda Dunn, Romona Stokes ,and Marjorie Bar-
ringer.

Please pray for those who have forsaken the Lord that they may be reconciled to God.

READING THE OLD & NEW TESTAMENTS IN ONE YEAR

Monday - Ezek 1-3; John 1

Tuesday - Ezek 4-6; Psalm 82; John 2
Wednesday - Ezek 7-9; John 3

Thursday - Ezek 10-12; Psalm 83; John 4
Friday - Ezek 13-15; Psalm 136; John 5

Week #43
Oct. 22 — Oct. 26

VISITORS - We would like to get to know you better, and ask that you
stay a while after services. We encourage you to visit our website at http://
www.parkhillchurchofchrist.com where you will find sermons, articles,
and daily bible studies to encourage you in your daily walk with God.

4 QUESTIONS? We Welcome the opportunity to study God’s word with
you any time.

All sermons are recorded on CD & DVD -
If you would like a copy, please ask one of the men.

ELDERS
Carl Dolan......479.414.1972 ~ Ron Roberts ......479.452.0347 ~ Joe Turner....479.459.6023.

DEACONS
Wayne Carson...479.648.1087 ~ Luke Dolan.....479.357.9547 ~ Joe Dugas ...... 479.629.4046 ~
David Meek.....479.459.0820

PREACHER
Bryan Loughmiller....... 479.434.3939
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Welcome to the Park Hill Church of Christ

3536 GRINNELL AVENUE FORT SMITH, AR 72908 479.782.2415
It is our desire to worship God in spirit and in truth, and to glorify Him in all we do.
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

SUNDAY MORNING
Bible Study.....9:30 am
Worship....... 10:15 am

SUNDAY EVENING WEDNESDAY EVENING
Worship..... 5:00pm Bible Study.....7:00pm

JESUS AND ISAAC: GOD IS FOR US

The story of Abraham sacrificing Isaac (Genesis
22), the son of the promise, has long been seen as a
prefiguring of God sacrificing Jesus, His unique
Son. There are similarities often enumerated: the
uniqueness of the son, the seed of Abraham, the

g submission of the son to the father, the willingness
to sacrifice, the belief in resurrection, the son carry-
ing the wood on which he would be sacrificed, etc.
While some comparisons are legitimate, others may be a bit forced if not careful. Some
are natural lessons found in many events. There are obvious limitations in the compari-
sons. For example, whereas Isaac did not know he was supposed to be the sacrifice,
Jesus knew exactly why He came in the flesh, what was going to happen, and why it
would happen (cf. Matt 16:21).

In counting up the similarities between Isaac and Jesus, we can miss another significant
point of the story. Recall what happened when Isaac asked his father where the lamb
for sacrifice was: “Abraham said, ‘God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt
offering, my son’ (vv. 7-8). ... Abraham’s faith was full on display here, and God did
provide an initial answer for him: “And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and
behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went




and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham
called the name of that place, ‘The Lord will provide’; as it is said to this day, ‘On the
mount of the Lord it shall be provided’ (vv. 13-14). It’s about God providing.

If we are to make sense out of the comparisons, then we also need to see this one: in
this story there is a sense in which we are Isaac under the knife of death, and Jesus is
the lamb prefigured by the ram. God would indeed provide a sacrifice for us. “Behold
the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world!” (John 1:29)

Of course, analogies should not be taken further than intended and I am in no way
trying to come up with a one-to-one comparison of events. However, we do know that
Jesus is the lamb of God, provided by our Creator in order to bring about forgiveness
and reconciliation. . We do know that Abraham’s faith drove his actions, and that he
was fully convinced that God would raise Isaac from the dead if indeed he were put to
death (Heb 11:17-18). That kind of faith is what God calls on us to imitate. By fol-
lowing in the footsteps of Abraham, we are trusting in the promise of God, which
rests on His grace, to bring us the hope of future resurrection (see Romans 4).

There is another contrast to be made. In the great passage of Romans 8, Christians are
given the promise of God that He will help them to the end. No matter what obstacles
may be in the way, no matter what the world may do, no matter how much adversity
is there, God’s love has forever been demonstrated in the cross. Notice, in particular,
this amazing passage: “What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who
can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how
will he not also with him graciously give us all things?” (vv. 31-32)

Think again about the Isaac account. “He who did not spare his own Son” contrasts
with the fact that Isaac was spared. Even more, we are spared. The faith demonstrated
by Abraham, knowing that God would provide the lamb for sacrifice, is finally ful-
filled in the Son of God, who was not spared for the sake of all humanity. Without the
sacrifice of Jesus, we would be forever without the hope of life. Were Jesus spared,
we could not be.

If God is willing to go to this length (even extreme) to save us, why would we ever
doubt His desire and ability to help us achieve the purpose for which He first made
us, then remade us in Christ after sin had devastated us? Remember that He did this,
not after we became good (which could not just happen), but even while we were un-
godly sinners and enemies who were hostile to Him (Rom 5:6-11).

It may well be, then, that one of the greatest lessons to learn from comparing Isaac
with Jesus is not so much in the similarities of the events, but in the great contrast:
“He who did not spare His own Son...”

“He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. For you were straying like
sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls” (1 Pet
2:24-25).

If God did all of this for us, why would we ever doubt His desire to help us through
the process to achieve the end goal of glorification? Be comforted by the fact that
God is for us.

Doy Moyer, via Sanctify Christ

Brief Thoughts

Phil 4:11 ""Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state
I am, to be content' 1t is interesting to note that Paul says contentment is a char-
acteristic that is learned. To abound or be in need, contentment requires both pa-
tience and perseverance. Whether it be our jobs, our families, school or any number
of things that creates anxiety or angst we can and must learn to be content.

Another thought to go along with the above - When we finally do learn how to be
content we can achieve peace in our lives. Peace of mind can be achieved through
contentment. Read what Paul said in the next couple of verses: Phil 4:12-13 "I know
how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have
learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can
do all things through Christ who strengthens me."

Did you pay attention to how you can be content? You don’t do it alone but with the
help of your Savior.

Where can you apply this principle in your life? In every part of your life! In your
relationships, on the job, in the home, with your finances...etc. As long as Jesus is
your guide in life you can do anything and remove the worry, anxiety and angst
from your life. It is your choice! -BL




