November 18, 2018

PRAYERS & ENCOURAGEMENT

Those who are sick or need our prayers — Pat Espy, Linda Reagan, Richard
Branum, Margaret Blake, Phillip Stevens, Joe Turner
Continue to remember in your prayers those who are unable to attend worship services regularly: Billie Sue Atkins, Freda Dunn, Romona Stokes ,and Marjorie Barringer.
Please pray for those who have forsaken the Lord that they may be reconciled to God.

THINK ON THESE THINGS
Welcome to the Park Hill Church of Christ
3536 GRINNELL AVENUE FORT SMITH, AR 72908 479.782.2415

It is our desire to worship God in spirit and in truth, and to glorify Him in all we do.

READING THE OLD & NEW TESTAMENTS IN ONE YEAR
Monday - Ezra 1-2; John 21
Tuesday - Ezra 3-4; Psalm 92; 1 John 1
Wednesday - Haggai; Zechariah 1; Ps 138; 1 John 2
Thursday - Zech 2-5; Psalm 93; 1 John 3
Friday - Zech 6-8; 1 John 4

Week #47
Nov. 19 – Nov. 23

VISITORS - We would like to get to know you better, and ask that you
stay a while after services. We encourage you to visit our website at http://
www.parkhillchurchofchrist.com where you will find sermons, articles,
and daily bible studies to encourage you in your daily walk with God.

QUESTIONS? We Welcome the opportunity to study God’s word with
you any time.

All sermons are recorded on CD & DVD If you would like a copy, please ask one of the men.
ELDERS
Carl Dolan…...479.414.1972 ~ Ron Roberts …...479.452.0347 ~ Joe Turner….479.459.6023.
DEACONS
Wayne Carson...479.648.1087 ~ Luke Dolan…..479.357.9547 ~ Joe Dugas ......479.629.4046 ~
David Meek…..479.459.0820
PREACHER
Bryan Loughmiller…….479.434.3939

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
SUNDAY MORNING
Bible Study…..9:30 am
Worship…….10:15 am

SUNDAY EVENING
Worship….. 5:00pm

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Bible Study…..7:00pm

Rest In Peace
“Rest in Peace” (RIP): these are the words we most
often hear when we know that one has died. Certainly
we wish for those who have passed on to “rest” in
some fashion. There are some things about that
phrase, though, that warrants a little more thought.
First, the child of God recognizes that just because one
passes on is no guarantee of peace. We cannot legitimately expect those who have rejected God to rest in peace, whether in this life or
thereafter, when “the way of peace they have not known” (Rom 3:17). While we are
not the final judges, God has not been silent about this matter. Those who “do not
know God” and “do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ … will suffer the
punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the
glory of his might” (2 Thess 1:8-9). That is not a promise of peace or rest, and while
we may be well-wishers as a good gesture, we must finally yield to the judgment of
God. Well-intentioned wishes won’t change that.
Second, there is a legitimate way to know that we can “rest in peace.” John wrote,
“Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the commandments of
God and their faith in Jesus. And I heard a voice from heaven saying, ‘Write this:

Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.’ ‘Blessed indeed,’ says the
Spirit, ‘that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them!’ (Rev 14:1213)

There is indeed a Sabbath rest for the people of God, “for whoever has entered God's
rest has also rested from his works as God did from his.Let us therefore strive to enter
that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of disobedience.” (Heb 4:10-11)
When a child of God passes on from this life, “rest in peace” is indeed appropriate,
for it is then based upon God’s promise. We can stand on that!
Third, peace, as we are using it here, is a state of tranquility or serenity. This is a
function of the mind. It is odd that unbelievers would ever utter such a phrase for one
who has died. If they really believe the dead one is no more (i.e., the material body
was the totality of the person, and once dead nothing else of that person remains at
all), then there is no real meaning to resting in peace, for there would be no mind to
experience any form of true serenity. It would just be completely silenced and unable
to experience anything. Nonexistence and the feeling of peace are not the same. I
would argue, though, that people uttering such in the face of losing a loved one is evidence that we do in fact want there to be some form of eternal peace that can be experienced and felt in some way. It is an expression of hope.
The above are premised on what happens after we depart from this world. However,
resting in peace is not something to be experienced only after we die. Rather, it is part
of the continual experience of the child of God now. The appeal of Jesus should always be before us: “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest” (Matt 11:28).
Paul wrote, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything,
but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” (Phil 4:4-7)

Rest and peace are both available now. It is not merely some illusive idea to be
wished upon one who has passed regardless of their eternal outcome; it is an offer
from God to those who come to Jesus and trust His promises. Don’t get me wrong.
Once we have experienced the full redemption of our bodies (the resurrection) and
are safely in the presence of God eternally, we will rest in peace in a way that we can
only begin to taste now. We already have it through Jesus Christ and His forgiveness
and spiritual blessings (Eph 1), but there is a “not yet” aspect to this that keeps our
living hope fully expectant.

The point, then, should not escape us. “Rest in peace” is not something I desire to
wish upon those who have passed only; I want to wish it upon all now. And I can do
so knowing this: those who are Christ’s already have a sense of rest and peace because they have been reconciled to God.
“Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in every way. The
Lord be with you all.” (2 Thess 3:16)

Doy Moyer

Brief Thoughts
Wisdom from Proverbs:
Prov 4:25-26 "Let your eyes look straight ahead, And your eyelids look right before you. Ponder the path of your feet, And let all your ways be established." You
can't know where you are going if your eyes are closed or covered. Try driving a car
blindfolded and you will have a wreck. Walk through life the same way and you will
stumble and fall. Fix your eyes on the road that leads to heaven and don’t stray from
it.
- BL
Prov 3:7 "Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the LORD and depart from
evil." We tend to think this is good advice for the younger generation but it equally
applies to the older generation. By avoiding the appearance of evil it is easier to depart from it when you are face to face with it. Personal wisdom can lead you astray.
Therefore lean on God’s understanding and wisdom – He will never mislead you.
- BL
Prov 3:27 "Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, When it is in the
power of your hand to do so." God's people should be a caring and benevolent people. Many who have the ability and opportunity do take care of those in need and are
to be commended. Those who have intentionally bypassed opportunities when they
had the ability to help need to reevaluate their love for their fellow man.
-BL
Prov 8:8 "All the words of my mouth are with righteousness; Nothing crooked or
perverse is in them." The way we use our words is important to how bright our light
shines in a dark world. All too often what we think is the sly remark or quick retort
is filled with unrighteousness. So be careful little tongue what you say, you just
might start a fire you can’t put out. Glorify God by speaking the truth in love.
- BL

